Major Holidays in France
New Year’s Day (Jour de l’An) – January 1
People celebrate with fireworks, parties, and family dinners.
Many French families enjoy special desserts and champagne.
Easter (Pâques)
A Christian holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.
Children often search for chocolate eggs and candy hidden in gardens.
Labor Day (Fête du Travail) – May 1
A holiday honoring workers.
People traditionally give small bouquets of lily-of-the-valley flowers for good luck.
Victory in Europe Day – May 8
Celebrates the end of World War II in Europe in 1945.
Bastille Day (La Fête Nationale) – July 14
4
France’s national holiday.
Celebrates the beginning of the French Revolution in 1789.
Includes military parades, fireworks, concerts, and parties.
One of the biggest celebrations in France.
Assumption Day – August 15
Important Catholic holiday honoring the Virgin Mary.
All Saints’ Day (La Toussaint) – November 1
Families visit cemeteries and place flowers on graves to honor loved ones.
Christmas (Noël) – December 25
4
Families gather for large meals and exchange gifts.
Famous Christmas markets are held across France.
Traditional foods may include turkey, seafood, cheese, and desserts like the “Bûche de Noël” cake.
Fun Facts About French Holidays
Paris hosts huge Bastille Day fireworks near the Eiffel Tower.
France is famous for beautiful Christmas markets, especially in Strasbourg.
Many French holidays have religious origins connected to Christianity.
French schools and businesses often close during national holidays.
Bastille Day is similar to Independence Day in the United States because it celebrates freedom and national pride.
